
BASIC PAVER AND SLAB 
INSTALLATION

Base & Bedding Recommendations 
Bedding  
Material

Base  
Material Advantages Installation Notes

Traditional  
Base

Course Sand

Alternate Names: 
Concrete Sand  
(adhering to either  
ASTM C33 or  
CSA A23.1 FA1)

3/4" crusher run,  
well-graded gravel

Alternate Names: 
3/4 down 
�A� Base

This base system has 
many years of successful 
use, and materials are 
readily available and 
o�en most economical.

Free  
Draining  
Base

1/8" to 1/4"  
crushed clear/ 
clean stone.

Alternate Names: 
1/8", 1/4" chip or HPB  
(High Performance 
Bedding)

3/4" crushed clear/ 
clean stone

Alternate Names: 
ASTM No.57 
Fi�y-Sevens

This base system is 
more resistant to frost 
heave and is not as 
easily damaged during 
installation by rain or 
foot tra�ic.

Geotextile is required to prevent soil particles from entering 
the clean base material.

Subsoil must be sloped to drain water away from any 
structures, and towards a suitable runo� location or below 
grade drainage system.

Final paver laying must not vary by more than 1/8".

What You Will Need
Building Materials
�	 Bedding Material
�	 Base Material
�	 Joint Sand or Polymeric Sand
�	 Geotextile
�	 Paver Edge Restraint

Guides
�	 Screeding tool: 8’�10’ long (use 

straight 2x4 or carpenters level)
�	 Two Levelling Guides: 10’ long, 1" 

outer diameter (pipe, electrical 
conduit, wood strips, etc.)

�	 Wooden Stakes or Metal Pegs
�	 String
�	 String level
�	 Carpenters Pencil

Tools
�	 Hand Tamper
�	 Carpenters Level

�	 Trowel
�	 Rake
�	 Shovel
�	 Wheelbarrow
�	 Broom
�	 Rubber Mallet
�	 Tape Measure
�	 Safety Glasses

Equipment (available to rent)
�	 Plate Compactor (min.-5000 lbf) 

or Roller Compactor
�	 Concrete Saw with a Diamond 

Blade
�	 Jumping Jack or Sheep�s Foot 

Compactor

Optional
�	 Gloves
�	 Knee Pads
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